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ADVERTISEM ENT. 


HE intention of publiſhing the fol- 


* lowing Diſcourſe did not enter into 
the Author's mind, till he had ſeen in print, 


two Sermons, preached at Newton upon. 
Ayr, on the 5th of November, 1788. The 


peruſal of theſe Sermons made him reſolve 
to print alſo the one he preached on the 
ſame occaſion ; that the Public may judge 
whether one can be a loyal ſubject, and a 
true member of this church, whoſe religi- 
ous ſentiments differ widely from thoſe ſet 
forth in part of the foreſaid Sermons, For 
the ſame reaſon, he hath likewiſe added an 
Appendix, containing remarks on the moſt 
exceptionable paſſages in them, 
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1 SAu. viii. 18. 


And ye ſhall cry out in that day, becauſe of your. 
King which ye ſhall have choſen you ; and the 
Lord will not hear you in that day. 


O ſpake the Prophet Samuel, on a memo- 

rable occaſion, to the people of Iſrael; but 
let us bleſs Gor, my brethren, it is far other- 
wiſe with us at this day, and has been now for 
a century paſt. By the ſingular favour of Hea- 
ven, we were directed, at the beginning of that 
period, to the choice of a King, or rather of a 
Government, which does not extort groans and 
lamentations from us, on account of it's oppreſ- 


ſions and ſeverity; but rather prompts us to re- 


joice, to congratulate ourſelves, and ane ano- 
ther, on our happineſs, and to join together in 
offering up hymns of praiſe and thankſgiving 
to Gon. Such is the deſign of this day, ſet a- 
part by the higheſt eccleſiaſtical authority of our 
country, for the grateful commemoration of an 
hundred years of liberty and peace, and of the 
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ever memorable Revolution which procured us 
theſe bleſſings. Bleſſings of ſuch value and im- 
portance certainly challenge one day of ſolemn 
thankſgiving, in every revolving age : This is 
the firſt day appointed for that purpoſe ; and 
we ought to pray that it may be the beginning 


of a long ſeries of days of the like joy and gra- 


titude, in ages ta come. The giving thanks to 
Gop for any bleſſings we enjoy, as it is our 
bounden duty, ſo it tends to cheriſh a loye and 
eſteem of thoſe bleſſings in our minds, together 
with a holy zeal to preſerve them, and tranſmit 
them undiminiſhed to generations yet unborn. 
In order to ſecond theſe good diſpolitions, Pro: 
poſc, through divine aſſiſtance, 


Firſt, To enquire briefly, from what evils we 
were delivered at the Revolution, and out of 


what ſtate we were brought by that happy event. 


Secondly, To ſhew what peace and happineſs 
we have enjoyed, or have had it in our power 
to enjoy, ſince that period. 


Thirdly, AnD then to conclude with a few 
practical inferences. 


As to the firſt of theſe, Ix we conſider what 
our condition was, with regard to public liber- 
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from which we were delivered by it, we ſhall 
find that it was not unlike the ſtate deſcribed by 
the Prophet Samuel, in the verſes immediately 
preceding my text; from the eleventh to the ſe- 
venteenth, where he faithfully warns them what 
would be the way and manner of the King, 
whom they were ſo fond to have ſet over them. 
His deſcription is drawn from the life; it was 
then, and is at this day the uſual practice of the 
Eaſtern Monarchs, who treat their ſubjects as 
ſo many flaves bought with their money. They : 
call them out to bear arms, and ferve in their | 
wars, whenever. they have a mind; or to la- 

- bour in their public works, or private ſervices, 
without allowing them any reward beyond bare 
ſubſiſtance. They likewiſe impoſe capitation | 
taxes on their perſons, tributes on their lands, | 
and duties on their merchandiſe, according to | 
their own royal pleaſure, without any one dar- 
ing to oppoſe or contradict them. In ſhort, all 
that the ſubjects have, belongs to the Deſpot 
who reigns over them, and may be ſeized on by 
him, at any time he thinks fit, nor have they a- 
ny redreſs on this fide heaven. For what was 
obſerved of the people of Syria in ancient times, 

has continued true of the whole people of Aſia, 
in all ages, down to our days, namely, that 
they have never attained to any idea of liberty, 
and indeed take no concern about the matter: 
they ſeem to be born for ſlavery, which is their 
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perpetual inheritance, from generation to ge- 
neration. 


AnD not much happier was our condition, 
before the Revolution of this day. For to 
equal liberty, and civil tranquillity, we were al- 
molt alvrays ſtrangers. By equal liberty, I mean 
that which diffuſes it's bleſſings to the loweſt or- 
ders. of the people, as well as to thoſe of the 
higheſt rank : whereas, among us, in former 
times, whatever hberty was enjoyed by the 
great Lords and Barons (and that itſelf might 
be more properly termed a ſavage licentiouſ- 
neſs, than liberty) the common people were lit- 
tle better than flaves, and could not hope for 
ſafety to their property, or even to their lives, 
on any other terms, than ſubjecting themſelves 
entirely to the will and pleaſure of their chiefs : 
and even then, they were expoſed toall the dan- 
gers and miſeries, incident to feudal animoſities 
and retaliations. But in the period next pre- 
ceding the Revolution, attempts were made on 
the part of the Crown, very openly, and with- 
out much precaution of diſguiſe, to reduce all 
Tanks to one common condition of flavery. This 
may, in part, be gathered from the famous 
Claim of Rights, drawn up by the Convention of 
Eſtates, and containing the principal grievances 
of the nation at that time, which were required 
to be redreſſed by King William and Qucen 
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Mary, as the indiſpenſable. condition of their 
wearing the Crown of Scotland. Some of them 
were thoſe following, “The maintaining a great 
military force in time of peace, without con- 
5 ſent of Parliament, and placing them out at 
free quarters on the people the giving royal 
<« proclamations the force of law the employ- 
« ing officers of the army, as judges throughout 
the kingdom; who actually put many of the 
6c ſubjects to death in a ſummary way, without 
£ jury or record—arbitrary exactions of money 
from the people; without any legal authority 
« —impolitions of exorbitant fines and forfei- 
6c tures, and diſpoſing of them before any pro- 
« ceſs or conviction—the impriſoning of per- 
« ſons, without expreſling the reaſon, and de- 
« laying to bring them to a trial—nay, the at- 
« tempting to corrupt the courts of judicature, 
te and tomake their deciſions entirely ſubſervient 
“ to the will of the ſovereign.” Theſe, my bre< 
thren, were ſome of the civil grievances which 
our forefathers, at no very diſtant period, la- 
boured under, and which were redreſſed by the 
Revolution. | 


Bor, che moſt Wade of all our oppret. 


bons and what were moſt. impatiently born by 
the great body of the nation, were thoſe which 


concerned the profeſſion of true religion. Scarce 


had weeſcaped, after many a Herce and bloody | 
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ſtruggle, from the cruel fangs of the Antichriſ- 
tian Beaſt, when we were engaged in another 
religious warfare, an unhappy conteſt with Epiſ- 
copacy, which raged more or leſs for upwards 
of an hundred years; and was not quite ended, 
till that happy Revolution which we now com- 
memorate. On this account there were no ſmall 
troubles in our land, during the reign of James, 
the firſt King of Great Britain. There were 
ſtill greater, in that of his unfortunate ſon, 
Charles: but almoſt the whole reign of the ſe- 
cond Charles, a ſpace of twenty- four years, was, 
in Scotland, one continued ſcene of grievous op- 
preſſion and perſecution, when the people were 
quartered on, fined, impriſoned, tortured, and 
put to death, only for following a mode of wor- 
ſhip more agreeable to their conſciences, than 
that which was embraced by the Court, and the 
neighbouring kingdom of England. And in the 
fhort reign of the next King, the period which 
immediately preceded and produced the Revo- 
tution, there were large and haſty ſtrides made 
toward-the re-eſtabhſhment of Popery in the 
church, as well as of arbitrary power in the 
State; ſo that, had not that Revolution taken 
place, theſe two great evils would probably have 
been entailed on us for ever. Had the Princes 
-of the Stuart family been more prudent and 
temperate, and ſteady in the exerciſe of their 
power, like their laſt predeceſſor of the Tudor 


S E R M O N. Un 


family ; more zealous to diſpenſe juſtice at home, 
and to render the nation reſpectable abroad, it 
is not to be doubted, but they would have been 
ſitting on the throne of Great Britain at. this 
day. And in that caſe, it is likely we ſhould 
not have now poſſeſſed much more liberty than 
the people of France; at leaſt, our liberties 
would have been far reduced and ſtraitened, in 
comparifon of what they are. But it pleaſed 
Gop, who had ſome better things in reſerve for 
us, and who always brings good out of evil, to 
leave theſe unhappy Princes to their own coun- 
cils, that they might be weak and violent, in- 
toxicated with the pleaſure of reigning, arbitra- 
ry in their meaſures, and equally forgetful of 
their own honour, of the credit and dignity of 
the nation, and of the rights of their ſubjects ; 
in conſequence of which, they were driven fram 
a throne into perpetual exile. Thus far con- 
cerning the ſtate we were in prior to the Revo- 
Jution. Let us now, as propoſed, in the 


Second place, Maxs mention of ſome of the 
benefits we enjoy in conſequence of that great 
and happy change. The change was become 
abſolutely neceſſary, in order to free us from 
the double yoke of civil and eccleſiaſtical flave- 
ry; and it was one of the happieſt changes that 
ever Heaven vouchſafed to any nation, and ac- 
compliſhed in the happieſt manner. The abuſes 


12 s E R M O N. 


of former times were rectiſied; all the griev- 
ances complained of were redreſſed; the limits 
of prerogative and privilege were more diſtinct- 
ly aſcertained; and inſtead of being the ſlaves 
of arbitrary power, we became, from that time 
forth, the ſubjects of a legal and limited, as well 
as hereditary monarchy; the beſt conſtitution 
ever deviſed by human wiſdom. We have 
kings, but they are not abſolute deſpotic kings; 
they do not pretend to rule merely according 
to their own will and pleaſure ;' they claim no 
diſpenſing power, no authority ſuperior to the 
laws, but govern according to the will of the 
community, expreſſed by it's repreſentatives. 
They have as much power as a wiſe king would 
wiſh to have, and at the ſame time are reſtrain- 
ed from many bad things, which uncontrolled 


power might ſuggeſt, and which would prove 
ruinous to themſelves and their people, N 


sven was the happy change made in our ci- 
vil eſtate by the Revolution; and by it alſo a 
fill dearer privilege, the freedom of divine wor- 
ſhip, was reſtored; public religion being eſta- 
bliſhed in that form, which was moſt agreeable 
to the great body of the nation. In ſhort, civil 
and religious liberty were at length planted, as 
in their proper ſoil, and have continued to thrive 
and proſper now for an hundred years; during 
which, wich ſome fight ä we have 
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enjoyed a degree of ſecurity and happineſs, rare- 
ly to be paralleled in the hiſtory of nations. The 
benefits of the Revolution have been augment- 
ed, by other advantages which we have obtain- 
ed ſince that time, and other improvements of 
our happy conſtitution ; particularly, by our 
union with the, neighbouring kingdom of Eng- 
land, and by the abolition of heritable ſheriff- 
doms. Liberty hath extended it's benign in- 
fluences to all ranks ; and the loweſt have now 
the privilege of living under the protection of 
known, and equal laws, as well as the higheſt. 
Add to theſe things, that trade and induſtry 
have been encouraged, agriculture and com- 
merce have flouriſhed, and by their united ef- 
forts, have raiſed our country to a pitch of ſplen- 
dour and opulence unknown to any former age. 
Upon the whole, by means of that happy Re- 
volution which we this day celebrate, we have 
been bleſt with advantages ſpiritual and tempo- 
ral, civil and religious, above moſt, or all other 
nations; and theſe ſame advantages are capable 
of ſtill farther improvement, and by the ſpirit 


of the conſtitution, have a tendency towards it; 


nor can any one ſay, at what preciſe point they 
would ſtop, if the virtue of the nation could be 
preſerved. 


IT 1s true, as there is no perfection here be. 


| low, we will labour under ſeveral 1 inconvenien - 
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ces; but theſe will probably be found, for the 
moſt part at leaſt, to reſult neceſſarily, either 
from liberty itſelf, or from our vices. Thus 
our religious liberty is often abuſed by unjuſti- 
fiable * ſchiſms and ſeparations, as well as by 
the petulance of faction; and yet Gon forbid it 
{hould be abridged on account of theſe abuſes. 
We are burdened with taxes, but theſe we 
owe to our own raſhneſs, in engaging ſo rea- 
dily in imprudent and expenſive wars; and 
we may ſubmit to them the more eaſily, that 
they are impoſed by the repreſentatives of the 
nation, who muſt themſelves bear their full 
proportion of them. Luxury and the expence 
of living often exceed their proper reſources; and 
produce bankruptcies and other diſtreſſes: but 
theſe muſt be put to the head of our vices. 
There may be frequently too much remiſſneſs 
in executing wholeſome ſtatutes; and the ex- 
pence of procuring Juſtice in courts of law, 
not to ſpeak of the delay of it, is generally ſo 
great, as to render it prudent, in many caſes, to 
put up with the wrong. We might have many 
other complaints to make, were we diſpoſed to 
indulge them on this day. But it is better to 


„Tus Author of the Sermon referred to in the following | 
Appendix, ſeems to think (page 44.) the not obtaining a 
repeal of the law of patronage, a warrantable ground of fe- 
paration from the church. But he refers to no ſeripture au- 
thority for that opinion. | 
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conſider our advantages through the Revolu- 
tion, as above ſtated (though but imperfectly), 
and how we ſhall make the beſt improvement 
of them. This leads us to conclude; 


Thirdly, Wirn ſome reflections, or inferen- 
ces from what has been ſaid. 


I the firſt place, We ought to admire the wiſ- 


dom and goodneſs of Gop in bringing good out 


of evil; and turning the errors, the paſſions, 
and vices of men into an occaſion of happineſs 
to his people. After we had endured a long 
and great fight of affliction, when our civil and 


religious liberties ſeemed to be irretrievably loſt, 


or on the point of being ſo, when no conſtitu- 
tional remedy was left us, when “ there was 
« no eye to pity, nor hand to help us,” Gop 
was pleaſed, from a quarter, and in a manner 
little expected, to command deliverance for us; 
not a partial and temporary, but an effectual, 
complete and laſting deliverance, far beyond the 
moſt ſanguine hopes of thoſe who were inſtru- 
mental in accompliſhing it. After this, let none 
who fear Gop deſpair at any time; they are 
under the protection of him who worketh 
all things after the council of his will; who 
% makes the wrath of man to praiſe him, and 
* the remainder of wrath does he reſtrain ;”” in 


fine, who poureth contempt upon princes, 
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60 and cauſeth them to wander in the wilderneſs 
= where there is no way, while he ſetteth the 
poor on high from affliction, and maketh him 
« families like a flock. The righteous ſhall ſee 


« jt, and rejoice, and all iniquity ſhall ſtop her 
% mouth.” 


4. Lxr us attend to our proper duty; and 


which we are eſpecially called to on this day, to 


give thanks to our Gop, for his great mercies. 
<6. FS ruleth i in the kingdom of men, and giveth 
© it to whomſoever he will; he changeth the 
ce times and the ſeaſons; he removeth kings 
<« and ſetteth up kings; he giveth wiſdom to 
te the wiſe, and knowledge to them that know 
* underſtanding.” He firſt delivered us from 
the horrors of Pagan ignorance and idolatry ; 
then from the galling yoke of popiſh ſuperſtition 
and tyranny ; and laſtly, from the ſcourge of 
perſecution, and the caprices of deſpotic power. 
He put us in a way to enjoy the moſt deſirable 
liberty, civil and eccleſiaſtical. Surely we have 
occaſion to ſay, . He that is mighty! hath done 
<« great things for us; and holy is his name.” 

Truly he hath been favourable to our land. 

&< Not by works of righteouſneſs. that we had 
« done, but according to his mercy he ſaved 
« us. Not unto us, O Loks, not unto us, but 
« unto thy name do we give praiſe.” Thus 


we ought to give thanks to Gop, through 
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Curler, who hath vouchſafed us ſo great a fal- 


vation. But 


3. IN order to teſtify farther that we ſet 
a juſt value on our privileges, we ſhould be ve- 
ry careful to preſerve them. To which end, it 
may be neceſlary to watch with a jealous eye a- 
gainſt any encroachment on them; and eſpeci- 
ally to guard againſt all lawleſs and diſorderly 
practices, under pretence of defending them. 
For as true liberty conſiſts in a regular ſubjec- 
tion to juſt laws, ſo there is nothing tends more 
to it's deſtruction, than A contempt of thoſe 
laws, and giving looſe reins to our paſſions and 
wills. Wherever, mobs and tumults prevail, 

there is an end of government and law, and of 
liberty together with them. There is no in- 
ſtance wherein mobs are more apt to ariſe in 
our country, than on account of religion; and 
yet there is no inſtance in which they can ap- 
pear with a worſe grace, ſince being the ſubver- 
ſion of all civil order, they muſt be ſtill more 
incompatible with religion. They frequently 
riſe in oppoſition to the ſettlement of miniſters, 
who come in by preſentations, as if the law of 
patronage were the moſt intolerable grievance, 
and might. juſtly be oppoſed by every means 


poſſible, right or wrong. Let it is a well 


known fact, that the law of patronage was in 
force at the period we commemorate, as it had 
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been in former times; and it was not mention- 
ed among the grievances of the nation, at a time 
when men of ability were appointed to ſtate 
thoſe grievances at full length. * But on what- 
ever account it be excited, a riotous, mobbiſh 
diſpoſition in any people, bears a threatening aſ- 
pect upon liberty, It ſhews that the people in 
whom it prevails are unworthy of liberty ; that 
as they are for governing by lawleſs violence, 
ſo they are fit only to be governed by it; in 
ſhort, that they are incapable of enjoying liber- 
ty, and are prepared to be the ſlaves of arbitrary 
power. It is thus that the liberty of many fa- 
mous States hath been ſubverted. There was 
an end of the Roman Commonwealth, when- 
ever the tumult and fury of the citizens began 
to carry all before them. But laſtly, 


4. Tur beſt return we can make to Gon, 
for the great advantages, civil and religious, 
which he hath bleſt us with, is to correct what- 
ever is wrong in our preſent courſes, and ſet 
ourſelves to live henceforth, in all obedience to 
the precepts of the goſpel. This is at once the 
moſt acceptable ſacriſice we can offer to Gop, 
and the moſt eſfectual means of ſecuring to us 
the continuance of thole important bleſſings 


* IT i is true, it was conditionally repealed two years af- 
ter, viz. in 1690, and the condition not being performed, 
it was reſtored in 1713. 
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which we enjoy. Righteouſneſs exalteth a 
* nation, but fin is the reproach,” and ruin 
* of a people.” Let us maintain a calm and 
unaffected piety, the worſhip of Gop in ſpirit 
and truth, the practice of juſtice and charity in 
all our dealings with others; and let us ſtudy 
to live in humility, temperance and purity of 
heart. Then we may hope that our poſterity, 
for many ages to come, will aſſemble to thank 
and praiſe the name of Gop on the ſame ac- 
count that we do this day. Which God of his 
mercy grant, through Jzsus CHRIST. Amen. 
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REMARKS ON A SERMON, 
e 
On the 5th of November, 1788. 


TERE were two Sermons delivered on the 

- occaſion, or one divided into two parts; 
but I confine my remarks only to the laſt of 
them, and in that chiefly to the ſecond particu- 
lar in the diſcourſe, from page 30 to 38, which 
I mention once for all, to ſave the trouble of 2 
multitude of references. 


From that remarkable paſlage, it appears that 
there are certain men in this church, and mini- 
ſters of the ſame, who have incurred the high 
diſpleaſure of the Rev. Mr. Peebles, and againſt 
whom he endeavours to ſtir up in the breaſts of 
his hearers the utmoſt indignation. For ſome 
great crime ſurely Ves, for preſuming to dif- 


fer from him, in ſome points of theological con- 
troverſy. 
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Tuxsx men he paints in the moſt odious co- 
lours, and excludes them, not only from the 
number of © true members of this church, but 
& alſo of loyal ſubjects. He boldly charges 
them with the guilt of “ diſhoneſty, of ſhame- 
* leſs impudence, and unparalleled baſeneſs.“ 
Finally, he brands them with the character of 
ungrateful, perjured traitors and parricides, 
who © with one hand are receiving the privi- 
„ leges of the church, while, with the other, 
« they are endeavouring to plunge the keeneſt 
e poinard into her heart.” 


We ſhould hardly have ſuſpected, that in 
theſe deſcriptions, he was ſpeaking of ſome, or 
perhaps a large diviſion of his brethren in the 
miniſtry of the goſpel, if he had not ſingled out 
one of them, who beſide his ſhare of the com- 
mon guilt, is further obnoxious on particular 
accounts: To that perſon he hath done the ho- 
nour of comparing him, in point of heterodoxy, 
with the celebrated hiſtorian Mr. Gibbon, who 
is generally thought to have exerted the utmoſt 
force of uncommon abilities. and learning, to 
ſubvert the Chriſtian religion. A confeſſed 
adverſary of all revelation, hath found more fa- 


, * Wits how little ſucceſs he has done it, may be geen 
from the writings of his numerous anſwerers; and particular- 
ly from Lord Hales's © Inquiry into the ſecondary cauſes, 
&« aſſigned by him for the rapid growth of Chriſtianity.” 
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vour in Mr. Peebles” eyes, than one of it's ſin- 
cere, though weak friends, who to the beſt of 
his power, however ſmall, hath recommended 
both the faith and practice of the goſpel. Ac- 
cording to this impartial, orthodox judge, an 
unbeliever, becauſe he does not receive a falary 


for ſpeaking the truth (for a ſalary doubtleſs 


has great weight in determining mens adherence 
to truth or falſehood, virtue or vice) is leſs 
blameable for pleading the cauſe of irreligion 
and libertiniſm, than any one can be for labour- 
ing in defence of the goſpel, when his views of it 
happen not to coincide with thoſe of Mr. Pee- 
bles. This bears a great reſemblance to what 
was formerly practiſed by the Popes of Rome, 
when they contrived to turn againſt certain 
chriſtians, whom they were pleaſed to call he- 
retics, thoſe cruſades, which had been original. 
ly levied againſt the inſidels. It has been often 
obſerved that extremes meet ; but who would 
have expected any kind of coalition between 
orthodoxy and atheiſm ? | 


| Tavs 8 Mr. Peebles hath riſen up to 
e {mite his fellow-ſervants;””* one in particular, 
a miniſter of the goſpel, of the ſame communion 
with himſelf, and of longer ſtanding in the 
church; a near neighbour, with whom he had 


e opportunities of private converſe, and 


D 
„Matth. xxiv. 49. 


yet never gave any hint of the offence taken by 
him, as he ought previoufly to have done, ac- 
cording to the precept of his divine Maſter ; * 
in ſhort, he hath thus treated a brother, who 
never injured, but on the contrary, endeavoured 
to ſerve him, and who was © dwelling ſecure- 
* fly by him,” + in confidence of his friendſhip, 


I am not diſpoſed to uſe all the freedom with 
Mr. Peebles, which an attack ſo unprovoked and 
unexpected entitles me to; and I ſhould proba- 
bly have let it paſs in filence, had it not been for 
the unchriſtian principles ſo confidently brought 
forward, in the paſſage above referred to, and 
the inſult offered to the whole moderate part of 
the church of Scotland, which, blefted be Gop, 
has generally been the majority, at leaſt in pu- 
blic deciſions, for many years paſt. 


In what private converſations, Mr. Peebles 
has heard the Confeſſion of Faith treated with 
contempt, he himſelt beſt knows. We can only 
judge of the public attack alledged to have been 
made upon it, which he ſtates in theſe words; 
« That important and fundamental article of 
<« our Creed, the doctrine of CarisT's ſubſtitu- 
tion, has lately been ridiculed, in a ſtory con- 
& cerning a Britilly Governor, and an Indian 
Chief. Now, if there is any ridicule in the 


* Matth. xvili. 15. + Prov. ii. 29. 


APPEND IX. 27 


caſe, it is from Mr. Peebles it comes, and not 
from the author he cenſures, who only related 
an hiſtorical fact, equally grave and curious, 
and then left his reader to form his own judge- 

ent on it; with a caution of charity, not to 
be angry, if others ſhould judge differently from 
him; a caution, by which it appears Mr. Pecbles 
has not proſited. 


But the graveſt author, it is humbly conceiv- 
ed, may, without impiety, and without giving 
juſt ground of offence to any Chriſtian, deride 
the vain and impotant attempts of human wiſ— 
dom, or rather of human ignorance and pride, 
to expreſs the articles of our faith, in fitter words 
than the Holy Spirit has done.“ For where is 
this fundamental article of Cbriſt's ſubſtitution to 
be found ſo expreſt ?—not in all the word of 
Gov, nor, if I rightly recollect, in the whole 
Confeſſion or Catechiſms of our church. There 
was a period of the Chriſtian church, when they 
were thought worthy of cenſure, who would 
not © conſent to wholeſome words, even the 
« words of our Logp Jesus CHRIST.“ + But 
now we are liable to very ſevere cenſure, if we 
do not ſet aſide theſe wholeſome divine words, 
and ſubſtitute in their room the commandments 
of men; yea, ſubmit 3 the dictates of every rav 

A | 


* Sce 1 Cor. ii. 13. + 1 Tim. vi. 3, &c. 
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and upſtart Creed-maker, who has preſumption 
enough to uſurp dominion over the faith of bs - 
thers; and not only to impoſe on us his own 
ſenſe of Scripture, and of the Confeſſion of 
Faith, but to ſet up his unſcriptural phraſes as 
the objects of our reverence and worſhip. | 


Ma. Peebles ſpeaks much of the peculiar 
« doctrines of the goſpel.” It is much to be 
wiſhed he had informed us what he takes them 
to be, and how they are diſtinguiſhed from the 
doctrines of the church of Rome; and likewiſe, 
that he had enumerated them to the public, as 
he has no doubt often done in his own mind. 
There is one peculiar doctrine of the goſpel, 
which, by all thit appears, has obtained no 
place in his liſt, tho? it is a very important and 
fundamental one, I mean, CHRIS T's new com- 
« mandment.” He ſays, © the peculiar doc- 
* trines of the goſpel have received elucidation 
e and eſtabliſhment from ſeveral anſwers to a 
late publication.” If by that publication he 
means, as it is probable, © A Practical Eſſay on 
c the Deathof JIxsus CHRIST,“ the author of that 
work will take it very kind of him, if he will be 
pleaſed to point out to him, what one poſition 
or aſſertion in that Eſſay, any of it's anſwerers, 
amid the multitude of their falſehoods, miſre* 


* John xiii. 34. 
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preſentations, and ſcurrilities, have confuted, 
upon clear grounds of reaſon and ſcripture; or 
what one text of ſcripture in it, hath been ſhewn 
by them to have had a wrong meaning forced 
upon it: and if it be in the leaſt material, he 
will moſt chearfully retra& and correct the er- 
ror, with gratitude to his inſtructor, | 


Bur let us now ſee how this © accuſer of the 

e brethren” ſupports the heavy charges he brings 
againſt them, of “ diſhoneſty and baſeneſs.“ 
He does not deny but they may have ſtudied the 
ſcriptures with diligence and impartiality, and 
followed them conſcientioully as the only rule 
of their faith and manners; that they may alſo 
have faithfully inſtructed their people in the 
uſeful, practical truths they found in theſe, and 
regulated their own lives accordingly, avoiding 
in their diſcourſes, ** fooliſh and unlearned queſ- 
“tions, and matters of doubtful diſputation,” 
as altogether improper for chriſtian pulpits. His 
indictment imputes noblame to them upon theſe 
heads. Now, a chrittian miniſter who acts thus, 
though condemned by Mr, Peebles, will, it is 
humbly hoped, meet with the approbation of 
God, and of the Loa D Jzesus CHRIST. It muſt 
likewiſe be owned, that ſuch an one merits the 
protection both of the Church and the State, un- 
der which he lives, as being a peaceable and uſe- 

ful member of ſociety ; and in particular, that 
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he acquits himſelf honourably of the firſt and 
chief part of his engagements to this proteſtant 
church, I mean, that by which ſhe obliges him 
to acknowledge the ſcriptures, for the only rule 
of his faith and practice. 


WIE RE then lies their fault Says Mr. Pee- 
bles, in not believing, or not duly reſpecting 
the doctrines of the Confeſſion of Faith. Ares 
theſe doctrines then founded on the word of 
Gop, and can any one be wanting in reſpect 
to them, who duly honours the divine word? 
It is diſreſpectful to the Confeſſion of Faith, to 
ſuppoſe ſuch a thing. Belides, how does he 
know that they do not believe the doctrines of 
the Confeſſion of Faith? He mentions two ſour- 
ces of information, private converſation, and 
publications in writing. As to the former, if 
he had no farther evidence to bring of it, than 
his own word, it ought never to have been 
made the ground of a public accufation. Witt 
reſpett to the latter, the only inſtance he men- 
tions of it has been {ated above, and of that the 
reader may judge. 1 fear his zeal here has car- 
ried him beyond the bounds of his knowledge.“ 


Acatn, he does not, dare not ſay, but the 
miniſters whom he condemns, may have exa- 


* T/tius multo eſt, de inrognitis bonum credere quam mas 
lum. Charity thinketh no evil. 


wined all the doctrines of the Confeſſion, with 
as much c re and impartiality as he has done. If 
they have not been equally ſucceſsful in finding 
their exact agreement in every point with the 
word of Gov, is that a proof of their diſhoneſty ? 
Or is it their misfortune ? The former it can— 
not be, un'eſs it be taken for granted, that no 
perſon can honeſtly differ in any thing from the 
ſtandard of belief, which Mr. Peebles has form- 
ed. What motive of a worldly kind have they to 
prejudice them againſt the Confeſſion of Faith, or 
any one article of it? Surely their eaſe, their in- 
tcreſt, their popularity, all concur to ſecure their 
attachment io it, and to fix them in the ſame 
views with Mr. Peebles. Men are commonly 
made diſhoneſt, by having too much worldly 
mindednels ; but here, it ſeems, they become 
diſhoneſt by having too little. Mr. Peebles al- 
lows, and glories in the fact, that they cannot 
vent any thing againſt the Confeſſion of Faith, 
in ſpeech or writing, without hazarding the loſs 
of every temporal emolument. If therefore they 
do vent any thing of that kind, in theſe circum- 
ſtances, a candid ſpirit might impute it to ſince- 
rity and courage, or if he will, to their being 
fools tor CHaisr's fake. But what kind of ſpi- 


rit is it, that can impute ſuch conduct to diſho- 
neity and' baſeneſs? 


From theſe things, I preſume it may be fair- 
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ly concluded, that the judgement which Mr. 
Peebles has pronounced againſt his brethren, is 
as raſh and unfounded, as it is bitter and inju- 
rious ; and that he has manifeſtly tranſgreſſed 
the precept of his Loa pb, which ſays, © Judge 
“ not, that ye be not judged.” * 


Bur ſuppoſing theſe men to be baſe and diſ- 
honeſt, it is ſtrange that Mr. Peebles ſhould call 
their baſeneſs 4 unparalleled.” For to omit o- 
ther inſtances, was not John Wickliffe guilty of 
the ſame baſeneſs, and likewiſe William Tyn- 
dale. Were not Cranmer, Ridley, and Lati- 
mer guilty of it, with other eminent promot- 
ers, under Gov, of our happy Reformation from 
popery ? Certainly they all retained their eccle- 
fiaſtical benefices, as long as their perſecutors 
allowed them; and all made uſe of a certain 
poinard too (I ſhould chuſe to call it rather the 
fword of the ſpirit) againſt their mother church ; 
and bleſſed be Gov, not without ſucceſs. I will 
not ſay, but they may have been reproached by 
the Meſſrs. Peebleſes of their days, as violating 
their engagements to the church; and without 
controverſy, the indignation of our preſent pa- 
ſtor of that name, and his enlightened flock, 
ought, if it would preſerve any conſiſtency, to 
flame out againſt theſe venerable men, as much 
as againſt thoſe whom he wiſhes to render odi- 


. ; | a 
. | * Matth. vii. I. 
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dus. Or, if he rather love more recent and do- 
meſtic examples, was not the ſame baſeneſs 
committed by the founders of the Seceſſion * 
in Scotland, and the Father of the Relief peo- 
ple? | am far from putting all theſe perſons on 
a level with one another, in every reſpect, or 
bringing thoſe whom our preacher ſo ſpitefully 
puffs at, to an equality with any of them. But 
what I fay is, that they all agree in the circum- 
ſtance of diſhoneſty and baſcnels, as {tated by 
Mr. Peebles. 


Ir; is curious to obſerve with what ſolemnity 
this Rev. Gentleman aſſures his hearers of his 
having © often examined all the doctrines of 
« the Confeſſion of Faith, and found them moſt 
6c correſponding to the word of Gop.” And 
what did he intend by this declaration ? Did he 
think that his having examined them was e- 
nough for his hearers ; and that they needed not 
Rog the trouble to examine them for them- 


ſelves, after he had done it, but might ſafely 


E 


* Ir muſt be owned, that the miniſters of the Seceſſion 
are, in general at this day ſufficiently furious and fanatical ; 
but I have the pleaſure to obſerve, that there are ſome a- 
mong them, fit to be paſtors to Mr. Peebles, in point of can- 
dour, liberality, peaceableneſs, humility and charity. See 
the ſcriptural plan of treating private offences explained and 
enforced, a Sermon by Robert Jaffray, miuiſter of the goſpel 
at Kilmarnock, 
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take his word for the truth of them ? Or, did 
they entertain any ſuſpicions, which he wiſhed 
to remove, of the ſincerity of his belief in the 
Confeſſion ? If this laſt was the caſe, their ſuſpi- 
"cions ſeem to have been by no means ill-found- 
ed. Atleaſt from his preſent publication, there 
1s great reaſon to doubt, whether he has any 
belief or regard for any of thoſe articles of the 
Confeſſion of Faith, which aſſert the ſupreme au- 
thority of the ſcriptures, the right of private 
judgement, and the great principles of proteſtant 
liberty, as diſtinguiſhed from the infallibility, 
implicit faith, and flavery of the church of 
Rome; particularly, chapters i, xx, xxv, xxxi. 
where, among many others, the following paſ- 
ſages may be noted, that Unto the ſcripture 
e nothing is at any time to be added, whether by 
4 new revelations of the Spirit, or tradition of 
“ men; that all things neceſſary for falvation 
« are fo clearly propounded in ſcripture, that 
« even the unlearned, in a due uſe of the or- 
«© dinary means, may attain unto a ſufficient. 
« underſtanding of them; that the infallible 
“ rule of interpretation of ſcripture, is the ſcrip- 
„4 ture itſelf, and the ſenſe of darker paſſages is 
© to be ſearched and known by other places 
C that ſpeak more clearly; and that the ſupreme 
« judge by which all controverſies of religion 
& axe to be determined, and all decrees of coun- 
* £115 are to be examined, and in whoſe ſentence 
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we are to reſt, can be no other but the Holy 
Spirit ſpeaking in the ſcripture; that Gon 
alone is Lord of the conſcience, and hath left 
it free from the doctrines and commandments 
of men, which are in any thing contrary to 
his word, or beſide it, in matters of faith or 
worſhip; ſo that, to believe ſuch doctrines, 
or to obey ſuch commandments out of con- 


ſcience, is to betray true liberty of conſcience; 


and the requiring of an implicit faith, and an 
abſolute and blind obedience, is to deftroy li- 
berty of conſcience, and reaſon allo; that 
the pureſt churches under heaven are ſubject 
both to mixture and error, and ſome have 
ſo degenerated as to become no churches of 
Cuxlsr, but ſynagogues of ſatan ; finally, 
that all ſynods and councils, ſince the apo- 
ſtles times, whether general or particular, 
may err, and many have erred; therefore, 
they are not to be the rule of faith or practice, 
but to be uſed as an help in both.” * | 


K is 


* Lr this zealous and perfected believer in the Weſt- 


minſter Confeſſion, point out to us (if he can) what other 
doctrines therein contained, are more repeatedly, more clear- 
ly, and peremptorily inſiſted on, than theſe. Let theſe o- 
ther doctrines be alſo what he elteems more peculiarly goſpel 
doctrines, and more important and fundamental, if he will; 
but at the ſame time, ſuch as are not taught in the church 
of Rame. | 
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Is Mr. Peebles had duly underſtood, and be- 
lieved, and weighed theſe maxims of his con- 
feſſion, it is likely he would have omitted or al- 
tered ſome things in that part of his Sermon, 
witich is the ſubject of our remarks, or rather 
expunged the whole. But perhaps he thought 
he diſcharged his duty to the Confeſſion, by ſe- 
lecting ſuch doctrines out of it, as were moſt a- 
greeable to himſelf, or moſt palatable to his 
hearers, and giving theſe favourite doctrines pre- 
ciſely that degree of 1 importance which he ſaw 
ſit. This is probable from his calling the doc. 
trine of CRIST's ſubſtitution, formerly men- 
tioned, © an important and fundamental one ;*” 
for in dignifying it with theſe titles, he has 
plainly gone beyond, not only the word of Gop, 
but what ſeems to be with him, a more ſacred 
rule, at leaſt a better ſecurity againſt error. 


Wr cannot but obſerve farther, how conſci- 
entiouſly this honeſt man has performed his en- 
gagements, according to the oath which he took 
at his ordination, to preach the doctrines of the 
Confeſſion to his people. Hereby he means to 
give an honourable teſtimony to himſelf, and at 
the ſame time, to throw out a modeſt inſinua- 
tion, that others of his brethren in the mini- 
ſtry have been highly culpable, for not doing 
the ſame. As to this, I ſhall only fay, that if 
he hath preached them all in due order, becauſe, 
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upon mature, diligent, and unbiaſſed examina- 
tion, he found them to be perfectly conſonant 
to the word of Gor, he hath done well, and at- 
tained to a rare and ſingular felicity; a felicity 
which did not fall to the lot of the firſt compo- 
ſers of that book, who, if I am not miſinform- 
ed, were far from being unanimous upon every 
article of it; nay, would never have got it ſini- 
ſhed, if the different leaders had not, for the 
ſake of peace and charity, made mutual conceſ- 
ſions to each other. Upon this moſt favourable 
ſuppoſition however, Mr. Peebles ought ſtill to 
have ſatisſied himſelf with the rectitude of his 
own conduct, without arraigning his neigh- 
bours ; and he had no cauſe to be angry with his 
brethren, * who, for ought he knew, might be 
doing as well as he, (perhaps better) though 
they had not yet attained to the ſame felicity. 
But if, on the other hand, he hath preached the 
doctrines of the Confeſſion of Faith to others, 
tho” he did not believe them himſelf, according 
to the deteſtable morality of the German divine, 
Steenbart; or if, in order to believe them, he 
hath comparatively neglected and deſpiſed the 
ſcriptures, or ſuffered his mind, in the ſtudy 
of them, to be biaſſed by early prejudice, by an 
undue reſpect to human authority, by intereit, 
by a deſire of popular applauſe, or any other 


* Matth. v. 22. 
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ſiniſter motive; in ſhort, if by any means what- 


ever, he hath contrived againſt a good conſci- 


ence, to ſee nothing in the ſcriptures, but thro? 
tie medium of the Confeſſion of Faith ; then he 
itands convicted out of his own mouth, of hav- 
ing violated the firſt and chief part of his oath, 
by which he profeſſed to believe the holy ſcrip- 
tures to be the only rule of faith and life, and to 
uſe them as ſuch, 


Burt I judge not another man's ſervant. To 
his own maſter he ſtandeth or falleth. I only 
argue from the account of his conduct which 
is given by himſelf. 


AnD the ſame thing may ſuffice alſo for what 
he fays on ſubſcription, that ſtrong, and hitherto 
rnoccupied paſt, which he alledges his fellow-champions 
have left to him; though in reality, the ſubject 
was hackneyed to the bones, but a few years a- 
0; nor hath he advanced a ſingle new idea on 
it. For, in conſequence of his ſubſcription, he 
cither folowed and adhered to the Weſtminſter 


Confeſſion, only /o far as he found it 2greeable to 


the word of God, or elſe, he followed it farther. 
If the former was the cafe, he ated upon true 
chriſtian and proteſtant principles, the principles 
of the Confeilion itſelf : if the latter, though he 
may be acquitted of the guilt of Socinianiſm, he 
is as much a Jew, or a Mahometan, as a Prote- 


ftant Chriſtian; but probably more of the ſect 
of Antichriſt, than of any of them. 


Axp in this opinion, one is the more con- 
ſirmed, by his aſſerting that the eſtabliſhment 
of the Weſtminſter Confeſſion; ** was neceſſary 
* for guarding againſt error, in the public teach- 
*« ing and inſtructions of the miniſters of the 
& church.” But how could it be neceffary for 
that purpoſe, when they had already the infalli- 
ble word of Gov in their hands? What had our 
reformers of bleſſed memory, to guard them 
againſt error, before the Confeſſion was in exiſ- 
tence? In the fame manner a popiſh prieſt would 
ſay, that the decrees of the Council of Trent, or 
the oracles coming from the chair of St. Peter, 
are neceſſary for guarding againſt error. And 
he indeed has the advantage of conſiſtency, be- 

cauſe he knows of no authority in religious mat- 

ters, ſuperior to popes and councils. But wie 
may juſtly wonder, how a man who acknow- 
ledges the perfection, and ſupreme authority of 
the ſcriptures, ſhould come to think any other 
writings neceſſary, as a public ſtandard, for 
guarding men againſt error, even if ſuch writ- 
ings could be procured, which is impoſſible; or 
upon what ground he judges a fallible rule to be 
a better ſecurity againſt error, than an infallible 
one. This doctrine of Mr. Peebles's theretore 
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can by no means, that I am able to deviſe, bs 
reconciled to proteſtant principles, 


And ſtill leſs can the triumph and exultation 
he feels, in being able to bear down, by the 
power of the ſecular arm, wliatever oppoſes his 
favourite doctrines. In the contemplation of this 
object, he is delighted beyond meaſure, and 
finds himſelf hardly capable of ſupporting the 
extacy of pleaſure that overwhelms him. To 
reſtrain or deſtroy the liberty of the preſs, at 
leaſt in theological matters, and to deprive of 
their ſalaries, all thoſe miniſters, who may be 
thought by him, and ſuch as are of his way, to 
have vented any thing, in ſpeech or writing, in- 
imical to the ſentiments contained in the Con- 
feſſion of Faith, are meritorious performances 
in the eyes of Mr. Peebles. What other lan- 
guage could be expected to come from a father 
of the holy office of the inquiſition, when extol- 
ling the noble ſecuritics, which his church hath 
provided againſt error ?—But if theſe methods 
are of any uſe for defending truth, it is certain 
they have been often employed, for the ſupport 
of error and {lavery ; and if they be indeed juſt 
and right, why not carry them to a greater ex- 
tent? Why not deprive obnoxious miniſters, of 
their lives, as well as of their living? Why not 
employ fire and faggot, in ſupport of orthodox 
ſentiments ? It would only be a farther enforce- 
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Ment of the ſame duty, and would render the 
motive of adhering to right ſentiments ſo much 
the ſtronger. It is true, a doubt may ariſe in 
the minds of ſome ſcripture inquirers, whether 
theſe weapons for defending the truth, are in- 
deed apoſtolical, and warranted by the goſpel. * 
But that is no part of Mr. Peebles' ſtudy or 
care. The acts of Aſſembly are enough for him, 
Eſpecially when not oppoled by acts of Parlia- 
ment. 


"Ie the mean time, thoſe miniſtern who are 
friends of moderation in Scotland, have here 
fair warning given them, what they are to ex- 
pect, whenievet Mr. Peebles and his aſſociates 
get into power. He loves them after the ſame 
manner that Cain did his brother Abel, and for 
the ſaine reaſon too. lt is not his fault, if there 
is a ſingle ſoul in this land, who does not refuſe to 
Fear their preachings, and receive their miniſtra- 
tions; nay, who does not deteſt and ſhun them, 
& as the offocouring of all things.“ If we have 
enjoyed any peace in the church, ſince the days 
of the Revolution, aſſuredly it is not owing to 
men of his ſtamp; who for ought that appears, 
if they had the power, as much as they have 


the will, would light up again the fires of 
Smithfield. 


F 
* See 2 Cor. x. 4 + 1 John iii. 12. | 
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Bur in order to leave his adverſaries no poſ- 
ſibility of eſcaping condemnation, Mr. Peebles 
quotes the Formula of the church, ſirſt intro— 
duced in 1711,* which with him ſeems to be, 
what he calls in the end of his ode, © Liberty's 
* endearing chain.” That Formula, if my in- 
formation be right, did not become a ſtanding 
law of this church, till about the year 1782, 
when it was, by our eccleſiaſtical managers (pro- 
bably for the ſake of ſome better things accom- 
panying it in the ſame act) hurried through at a 
thin meeting of the Aſtembly, upon the report 
of a very ſcrimp majority of Preibyteries in it's 
favour (no more than one); nay, really againſt 

the ſenſe of a majority of the Preſbyteries of 
Scotland; becauſe thofe who were only for 
ſome alteration of it, and did not reject it ab- 
ſolutely, were not counted, 


Bs theſe things however as they will, when 
I conſider all that has been ſaid above, I am 
more confirmed in the opinion of my worthy 
and dear friend, the Rev. Mr. Robertſon of 
Kilmarnock, as expreſſed in a note ſubjoined to 
his excellent Revolution Sermon, lately publiſh- 
ed; namely, that {ubſcription to articles of faith 


* In an Aſſembly that does not ſeem to have underſtood 
much of the liberty wherewith Cuz1sT hath made us free; 
and even attempted to abridge us of that which we had pre- 
viouſly obtained by act of Parliament. 
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of human compoſition is altogether wrong; 
being a great encroachment on chriſtian liber- 
ty, equally unneceſſary and ineffectual. This 
is no novel opinion, nor taken up on flight 
grounds, It hath been the fixed ſentiment of 
the greateſt luminaries of the Engliſh church, 
and indeed of the chriſtian world, ſuch as 
Chillingworth, Burnet, Clarke, Hoadly, &c. 
From the inſtance now before the public, and 
from a thouſand others which daily occur, it 
may be ſeen, how little the regulation in queſ- 
tion avails, to promote unanimity of ſentiment, 
and mutual love, or to ſecure us againſt doc. 
trines which ſmell rank of popery, and ſerve to 
pave the way for it's reſtoration ; as alſo, what 
bad uſes may be made of it againſt religious li- 
berty and peace; and by furniſhing a handle to 
evil- minded perſons, to traduce and defame, be- 
fore people not acquainted with the real cir— 
cumſtances of the caſe, the characters of others, 
more worthy and reſpectable than themſelves. 
For certain, it ougit not to banith from the 
church of Scotland, or from her miniſters, the 
right of private judgement, liberal ſentiments, 
free and rational inquiry in religious matters, 
and the impartial ſtudy of the ſcriptures. Nei- 
ther is it fo eſſentially connected with the exiſt. 
ence of a national eſtabliſhment of chriſtianity, 
as Mr. Peebles aflerts. The firt inſtance of it 
that I recollect to have met with, in the hiſtory 
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of the chriſtian church, was at the Council of 
Nice, in the year 325. Chriſtianity was the e- 
ſtabliſhed religion of the Roman empire before 
that time, though not long ; and it might have 
continued fo, probably without any loſs, though 
that Council had never met, nor any of thoſe 
which followed it. At Geneva, we are told, 
ſubſcription i is aboliſhed, where chriſtianity ne- 
vertheleſs remains eſtabliſhed. In our own coun- 
try, tho'the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith was 
adopted by the General Aſſembly i in 1647, yet 
no ſubſcription to it was required till the year 
1693. Every chriſtian, no doubt, and every na- 
tion of chriſtians, muſt have a Confeſſion of 
Faith. But among proteſtants, one would think 
an aſſent to the ſcriptures alone might be a ſuf- 
ſicient bond of union, and a better ſecurity a- 
gainſt error, than any device of human wif. 
dom. Upon the aboliſhing of ſubſcription, 
our Weſtminſter Confeſſion would not fall in- 
to neglect and contempt. It would then ſtand, 
as it ought, upon the foot of it's own intrinſic 
merit, which 1 agree with Mr. Peebles in believ- 
ing to be very great; and not be indebted for 
it's credit, to the adventitious ſupport of acts 
of Aſſembly, or acts of Parliament. It cannot 
be pretended that the piety and virtue of the 
chriſtian church, or if you rather chuſe to call 
it, her orthodoxy, hath always increaſed in pro- 
portion to the number and length of her creeds, 
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or her ſtrictneſs in enforcing conformity tothem. 
She was probably as ſound as at this day, when 
ſhe had no Confeſſion but that called the Apoſ- 
tle's Creed; or even that ſingle propoſition much 
recommended, as a Confeſſion, by the Author 
of our faith, „ Thou art Cunkisr the Son of 
* the living Gov.” “ Ty | 


Ix the mean time, while ſubſcription conti- 
nues in uſe, it ought, in ſpite of all the Formu- 
las, the wildeſt Aſſemblies can deviſe, to be un- 
derſtood in a reaſonable, qualified ſenſe ; ſuch as 
may not arreſt the progreſs of religious know- 
ledge, or ſet aſide the uſe and authority of the 
ſcriptures, and the obligation to perſevere in the 
ſtudy of them; ſuch as is conſiſtent with the 
Confeſſion of Faith itſelf ; an engagement which, 
in the words of the formula, a man can promiſe 
to fulfil “ through the grace of Gor,” and 
which is agreeable to the deſign of the legiſla- 
ture in requiring it. Let us hear how the liber- 
al and candid Mr. Paley ſpeaks on the ſubject of 
ſubſcription to the 39 Articles. After obſerving 
that it is the legiſlature alone, whoſe intention 
the ſubſcfiber is bound to ſatisfy, he proceeds 
* Thoſe who contend, that nothing leſs can juſ- 
ce tify ſubſcription to the 39 Articles, than the 
* actual belief of each and every ſeparate pro- 
66 E they contain, muſt ſuppoſe, that the 


* Match. xvi. 16, 17. 
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& legiſlature expected the conſent of ten thou- 
* ſand men, and that in perpetual ſucceſſion, 
& not to one controverted propoſition, but to 
* many hundreds. It is hard to conceive how 
« this could be expected by any, who obſerved 
« the incurable diverſity of human opinion, up- 
on all ſubjects ſhort of demonſtration.” * 


Now, why ſhould not ſubſcription to the 
Confeſſion of Faith be underſtood in the ſame 
tenſe, eſpecially as the legiſlature had, upon the 
whole, a fimilar deſign in enacting it? We may 
believe they never intended it to be a ſubject 
of firite and reproach among the miniſters of 
the Eſtabliſhment, but for /eitling the quiet and 
peace of the church + They meant it chiefly as 
a fence againſt popery, and a teſt of agreement 
in the ſum and ſubſtance of the doctrine of the re- 
formed churches. } They who find themſelves 
averſe to reformation principles, and inclin— 
ed to popery, ought not to ſubſcribe; or if 
they havetubſcribed, let integrity teach them what 
they have to do next. This 1 hope is not redu- 
cing ſubſcription to nothing, but giving it it's 
proper weight and importance. 


* See his Moral and Political — book ĩi. part 1. 
chop. xx). 

+ See A xxii. of the firſt Parliament of William and 
Mary. 

+ See AR v. of the firſt Parliament of William and Mary. 
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Arrw words more will finiſh this very dif- 
agreeable and painful ſervice, which I never 
thought of being called to, and which has al- 
ready detained me longer than I expected. To 
me it appeared a necetlary duty, to contribute 
my mite, for preventing ſuch as are not in love 
with error, from being deceived by plauſible 
pretences, and fair ſpeeches. If any are willing 
to be deceived, there is no help for it in the or- 
dinary courſe of providence; let them be de- 
ceived. Gop is my witnels, I bear no ill- will to 
the perſon of Mr. Peebles; though for reaſons 
of which the reader will judge, I muſt, in ſun- 
dry important inſtances, diſapprove both of his 
principles and practices. I know what, by the 
example and command of CHRIST, I owe to 
my enemies; and hope, through grace, I am 
able to anſwer in the affirmative, that ſearch- 
ing queſtion aſked by the worthy Dr. Dod- 
dridge, “ Can you love them as the ſervants and 
« diſciples of CHRIST, who through a mixture 
* of bigotry and narrownelſs of ſpirit, and miſ- 
taken zeal, may be ready to caſt out your 
name as evil, and to warn others againſt yow 
« as a dangerous perſon ? This,” adds he, © is 
none of the leaſt triumphs of charity.” But 
in a caſe like the preſent, I apprehend that love 
itſelf directs, not to ſoothe and flatter, but to 
uſe plainneſs of ſpeech; and to ſtate matters as 
they really are, without abuſe or ſcurrility. For 
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dur preacher and poet is enough diſpoſed, in 
what I cannot but reckon his worſt things, to flat- 
ter himſelf. The delivery of ſuch ſentimentsas we 
have been conſidering above, he calls + preach- 
« ing among his people the unſearchable riches 
«© of CyrisT;” atleaſt, they are meant as part of 
thoſe riches : and he exhorts his people to © of- 
* fer up the moſt grateful thanks to Gop, for 
having put theſe things into his heart.” Who 
that has learned any thing of Jzsvus CHRIS, can 
read this, without feeling an emotion of grief and 
indignation; eſpecially conſidering that it comes 
not from any ſectary, but from the very boſom of 
the eſtabliſhed church? What!—Give thanks to 
God, for having put it into his heart, to reward e- 
vil to him that was at peace with him; to attempt 
to lord it over Goy's heritage; to fit in judge- 
ment on the hearts of his brethren; to take up 
and publiſh the moſt unjuſt and virulent re- 
proaches againſt them, behind their backs; and 
to aſſert doctrines inimical to public peace, reli- 
gious freedom, and toleration, and which lead 
to downright popery !?—ls it preaching the un- 
fearchable riches of CHRIST, to amuſe his hearers 
with polemical divinity, or with“ queſtions that 
c miniſter ſtrite, rather than godly edifying;”— 
on a day of national thankſgiving, to endeavour 
to ſow in their minds the ſeeds of bitter hatred 
and animoſity againſt their fellow-chriſtians; 
and to puff himſelf and them up with the con- 


FD I 
ecit of their being better and wiſer than their 
neighbours, only becauſe they are more addicted 
to raſh judging and evil ſpeaking ? Does this ſa- 
vour any thing of“ the fruits of the Spirit ?'* 
Or © of righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the 
* Holy Ghoſt ?”'+ Nay, what is this, but preach- 
ing againſt the goſpel, under pretence of zeal 
for it's interet? And yet he (holy man! take 
his own word for it) is actuated in theſe things, 
by a divine impulſe, and is perfectly free from 
any portion of a low, earthly, party ſpirit. It 
was a ſaying of Lord Bacon's, © that without 
charity men do but toſs the word, which is 
the bread of life, up and down, without ever 
breaking or eating it;“ and a greater autho- 
rity than Lord Bacon has ſaid, Though I 
© ſpeak with the tongues of men and angels, 
** and have not charity, I am become as ſound- 
« ing braſs, or a tinkling cymbal.” f 


Gaar praiſe is given by Mr. Peebles, page 
47, to the Magiſtrates and Council of Newton, 
for erecting his church, in a place much unac- 
quainted with the goſpel before. But what 
would that have availed, unle's they had pro- 
ceeded farther, and called him to be their mi- 
niſter, or one like him? They would ſtill have 
been as ignorant of the goſpel as formerly. For 
G 
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this he ſays, future generations will call them 
bleſſed. For my part, I hope they will, and 
carneſtly wiſh they may; but if the preſent ge- 
neration imbibe the ſpirit of their paſtor, as diſ- 
played in the Sermon before us, it may well be 
queſtioned, whether their poſterity will have 
cauſe to glory in ſuch anceſtors, or their neigh- 
bours to congratulate themſelves upon the vi- 
cinity of ſuch a people. 


I nave only to add a word or two, reſpect- 
ing one part of the conſtitution and diſcipline 
of the church of Scotland, as by law eſtabliſh- 
ed ; againit which Mr. Peebles ſhews himſelf by 
NO means unwilling to take up that poinard, 
which he ſo loudly accuſes certain brethren of 
uſing againſt the church, in other inſtances. But 
alas ! ! what a falling off is here ?—He would tain 
make us believe indeed, that he could do great 
execution, were he diſpoſed to come to cloſe en- 
gagement. But he prudently brandiſhes it at a 
diſtance, and beats the air with it. Speaking 
of patronage (pages 43, 44.) he ſays, © It were 
9 caly coſhew that this mode of ſettling miniſters, 
is in direct oppoſition to the word of Gov,” 
&c. But as great and heroic ſpirits deſpiſe eaſy 
things, and engage only in arduous enterpriſes, 
ſo Mr. Peebles declines the eaſy taſk of proving 
patronage to be in oppoſition to the word of Go, 
as beneath the powers of his genius; and pro- 


APP E N DI X. 51 


ceeds boldly to the more difficult one, of de- 
claiming againſt the grievance and intolerable 
bondage of patronage, in general terms, and in 
the ſame canting ſtrain, that has been uſed by 
hundreds before him in the preſent age, and 
is uſed every day. Upon this ſubject, he recom- 
mends to his readers, . Tracts upon patronage, 
& by the late Rev. Mr. Randal of Stirling.” But 
if he will engage his hearers or readers, in the 
ſtudy of controverſy, candour certainly requires, 
that he ſhould direct their attention to what has 
been written on both ſides of a queſtion; and 
in the preſent inſtance, he could have recom- 
mended, on the other ſide, a ſhort ſpeech, deli- 
vered in his own hearing, at a meeting of the 
Provincial Synod of Glaſgow and Ayr, on the 
14th of April 1784, and afterwards printed : In 
which, if there was no weight of argument, 
Mr. Peebles' flock would be ſo much the more 


confirmed in the right way. But it ſeems, Gon 
did not put this into his heart. 


INDEED, it may be obſerved in general, that 
Mr. Peebles, in his recommendation of books 
to his readers, proceeds as if the beſt way to 
attain orthodox ſentiments, at leaſt in all con- 
troverted points, was to hear only one ſide. 
When he recommended“ Mr. Dunlop's pre- 
* face,” &c. to them, he ſhould have pointed 
them, at the ſame time, to a very accurate exa- 
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mination of that work, entitled, A defence ef 
« Scripture as the only ſtandard of faith,” by 
the author of the Occaſional Paper. London, 
1721. Likewiſe, in recommending © Mr. Wal- 
« ker's Vindication,” &c. he {ſhould not have 
omitted the book it was writ in anſwer to, toge- 
ther with four letters on the ſame ſubject, in the 
periodical paper, called © The Weekly Maga- 
& zine,” under the ſignature of Titus, all in the 
year 1775. The flirft in vol. xxviii. March zoth. 
The fecond, in the fame volume, May 25th. 
The third in vol. xxix. Auguſt 1oth. And the 
fourth in vol. xxx. October 12th. Where, if 
remember right, he will find, among other 

things, ſome illuſtration of Mr. Walker's cloſe | 


reaſoning. 


Now, may the Lord give both paſtors and 
people, the tpirit of truth, unity and concord, 
chat with one mind, and one mouth, they may 
glorify God, even the Father of our Logp Ix- 
sus CHRIST. Amen. 
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